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that he might explain it; but he had disappeared.
The Queen then said that the letter was another
proof of Boehmer's addled wits, and, wanting to seal
some letters, she burned it at the flame of a candle
at her side. " There is no need to keep it," she said
to Madame Campan; then she went on: " This man
always has a bee in his bonnet. Be sure and tell
him, the first time you see him, that I don't care for
diamonds any more, and that I shall never buy any
more; that, if I had to spend any money, I should
much prefer enlarging the place at Saint Cloud by
buying some of the land adjoining it. Go into all
these details with him to convince him and impress
it upon him." Madame Campan asked,'" Does Your
Majesty wish me to have him come to see me ?"
"No," answered the Queen; '5it will do very well
the first time you see him."

A few days later, August 3,1785, Madame Campan
was at Crespy, at her father-in-law's, who gave a din-
ner-party every Sunday. Boehmer used to come
once or twice every Sunday, and he happened to come
on that day. Madame Campan took advantage of
the opportunity to give him the Queen's message.
The jeweller was amazed. " There is some mystery
here," he cried; " I beg that you will let me have a
talk with you, to explain the matter to you." They
had their talk that evening, in the garden, when the
other guests had left for Paris. The strange revela-
tion filled Madame Campan with horror. She saw
the horrible snare set for the Queen's reputation, and